
Ethics and Malpractice Statement of  the Journal of  Oromo Studies (JOS)  

Published in an open access format, The Journal of  Oromo Studies is a premier 
publication of  the Oromo Studies Association that accepts manuscripts which 
examine aspects of  the Oromo language, history, literature, art, politics, philosophy, 
folklore, culture, economy, and the role of  the Oromo in the broader Horn of  Africa 
region. Manuscript submission of  word counts between 5000 to 8000 including an 
abstract, notes, and references are welcome. Papers should have introduction, 
literature review, methodology, discussion of  findings, and conclusion sections as well 
as a title page that includes the full name(s) of  author(s), institutional affiliation (if  
available), and email address. 

 JOS policy on authorship and contributor-ship 

The Journal of  Oromo Studies accepts original submissions. Authors should make sure 
that their work does not infringe  any copyright or violate any other person’s or 
entity’s rights, or contain any unlawful matter. Authors should obtain written 
permission from copyright owners for any excerpts from copyrighted works that are 
included and credited those sources in the contribution. 

Authors must ensure that their work is original and properly cite any sources or 
content that is not their own. Plagiarism in any form is not tolerated.  The Journal of  
Oromo Studies (JOS) reserves the right to check all submissions through appropriate 
plagiarism checking tools. Submissions containing suspected plagiarism, in whole or 
part, will be rejected. 

 JOS  handling of  complaints and appeals 

The Journal of  Oromo Studies carefully considers complaints, appeals, and allegations. 
This applies both before and after the publication of  the work. When a complaint is 
made to a journal, it must be passed to the journal’s editor who will assess the appeal’s 
validity and consult with the contributing and advisory board members of  the Journal. 
If  valid, the journal’s editorial board along with the peer reviewers will review the 
appeal. Following the decision of  the JOS board, the editor must then inform the 
Oromo Studies Association board which makes the final decision including retraction 
or removal of  the article. To submit a complaint or raise an issue of  potential 
misconduct to the journal, contact the journal’s editor with an explanation of  your 
complaint or appeal. If  the response to your complaint is not satisfactory, you can 
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raise the matter with the publisher who will investigate the complaint and decide 
whether a further investigation is required. 

 JOS handling of  allegations of  research misconduct 

Where an allegation of  research misconduct is made to the journal by an author, the 
reader or peer reviewer, the journal’s first concern is the integrity of  content it has 
published. The editor will work with the editorial board and the Oromo Studies 
Association to investigate the allegation. Any publication found to include fraudulent 
or unethical research or research which violates the journal’s policies may be retracted 
or have an appropriate correction or expression of  concern issued. 
If  needed, the editor may also be required to share information about a submission or 
publication, including peer reviews, with the journal editorial board and the Oromo 
Studies Association board members. JOS reserves the right to alert and/or involve an 
author’s employer, funder, or other responsible body in the event of  a misconduct 
investigation, and to share information such as may be necessary to support an 
investigation.  

 JOS policy on conflict of  interest 

The Journal of  Oromo Studies is committed to a transparent scholarship. To ensure that 
all publications are as open as possible all authors, reviewers, and editors are required 
to declare any interests that could appear to compromise, conflict or influence the 
validity of  the publication. This process is designed to reinforce the readers’ trust in 
the research data. 
Competing interests must be declared at the time of  an article’s submission. A conflict 
of  interest must be stated if  there is any reason why the information or the 
interpretation of  information being produced may be influenced by a personal or 
financial relationship with other organizations or individuals, or if  these relationships 
could be reasonably perceived from other people as influencing objective data or 
decision-making. Everyone involved in the submission, editorial processing, peer 
review and publication should declare any competing interests that they may have 
during the submission of  the article. 
Competing interests can take the form of  both financial and non-financial 
relationships. The declaration of  such relationships helps to ensure that the academic 
rigor is maintained and that publications cannot be accused of  undue bias or 
misinformation. 
  
 JOS policy on data sharing and reproducibility 
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The Oromo Studies Association maintains a complete electronic archive of  the 
journal. The Journal of  Oromo Studies is committed to a more open research landscape 
and facilitating access to research by enabling reproducibility. JOS encourages authors 
of  articles published to share their research data where relevant, including, but not 
limited to, raw data, processed data, software, algorithms, protocols, methods, and 
materials 

JOS policy on ethical oversight 

JOS authors should make sure that their work involving human subjects, human 
material, or human data, be followed with utmost ethical standards. Where needed, 
their studies must have been approved by an appropriate ethics committee and the 
authors should include a statement within the article text detailing this approval, 
including the name of  the ethics committee and reference number of  the approval. 
Authors are expected to follow their institutional policies for research ethics. For most 
research involving human subjects, informed consent to participate in the study 
should be obtained from participants. Peer reviewers are also asked to comment on 
any ethical problems perceived within submissions. 

JOS policy on intellectual property 

JOS authors retain their copyright but grant the ability for the Oromo Studies 
Association to disseminate the work. 

JOS options for post-publication discussions 

The Journal of  Oromo Studies is responsible for dealing ethically with allegations of  
editorial misconduct, plagiarism, or any other complaints related to the fraudulent 
publication of  an article. This may, for example, result in following the corrections, 
retractions, and removals policy (see below) in close contact with the journal’s editors 
to ensure that problems are resolved. The publisher will not tolerate misconduct by 
journal editors or authors when publishing research and will not knowingly allow for 
such misconduct to persist once identified.  

JOS policy on corrections and retractions 

If  an author is found to have made an error in a published article, corrections will be 
made, and if  the journal is found to have made an error, an erratum will be used. 
Where post-publication corrections or retractions need to be made, or if  an article is 
to be removed, these will be accompanied by a correction or retraction notice to 
indicate the incorrect elements of  the article and the extent of  the corrections made, 
or the basis for the article’s retraction or removal.  Correction notices are issued to 
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address relatively minor errors in the article’s content or changes that have been made 
to the article’s metadata. Corrections are usually made within a short period after 
publication. Retraction notices are issued for major issues affecting the argument or 
substantive content of  an article that a correction would otherwise not fix. When a 
retraction is made, a retraction notice will be issued, linking to the original article 
which states very clearly and exactly which part(s) of  the article are incorrect or 
unreliable and are, therefore, the basis for the retraction.  
In rare circumstances, articles could be removed from circulation. Removed articles 
are no longer downloadable as a file or displayed on the article’s webpage. A notice of  
retraction will be issued and it will include the reason(s) for the article’s removal. 

JOS policy for ensuring the integrity of  the scholarly literature. 

JOS does not tolerate any form of  data falsification/fabrication, plagiarism, and 
citation manipulation. Submissions should list names of  all those who contributed to 
the published work to ensure transparency and the academic integrity of  the research. 
Authors take collective responsibility for determining who should be listed as the 1st 
author and the order in which they should appear. Individuals who have contributed 
to the article, but do not meet the full criteria for authorship, should be credited by 
name and affiliation.   

  

 Acknowledgment: this statement was put together based on guidelines provided by The 
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) 
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https://publicationethics.org/about/our-organisation

