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Condolence Letter from the Oromo Studies Association (OSA)
On the Passing of Professor Hamdesa Tuso

Dear Members of the Oromo Community, Distinguished Scholars, Friends, and Family of
Professor Hamdesa Tuso,

It is with profound sadness and a deep sense of collective loss that the Oromo Studies
Association (OSA) received the news of the passing of Professor Hamdesa Tuso, a towering
intellectual, a pioneer of Oromo scholarship, and a founding early architect of our Association.
His departure marks a profound void in the academic and moral landscape of the Oromo nation
and the global scholarly community.

Professor Tuso was instrumental in guiding the association in its formative years. At a time when
Oromo history, knowledge, and cultural expression were systematically marginalized, he
envisioned and helped establish a durable institutional home for rigorous scholarship, critical
inquiry, and collective intellectual empowerment. The continued growth, credibility, and global
reach of Oromo scholarship stand today as living manifestations of his foresight, courage, and
extraordinary leadership.

Born and raised in Oromia, Professor Tuso embodied a lifelong commitment to justice, dignity,
and the liberation of oppressed peoples. His early engagement in human rights advocacy during
his high school years foreshadowed a career defined by moral clarity, intellectual discipline, and
unwavering dedication to the Oromo cause. These values remained the guiding principles of his
scholarship, mentorship, and public engagement throughout his life.

After earning his PhD from Michigan State University in 1981, Professor Tuso built a
distinguished career across leading academic institutions, including George Mason University,
Antioch University, Nova Southeastern University, Menno Simons College, and the University
of Manitoba. His contributions to peace and conflict studies, indigenous peacemaking, gender
and peacebuilding, African spiritual traditions, and Horn of Africa politics established him as a
globally respected scholar and a foundational voice in multiple fields.

His pioneering work on Oromo indigenous systems of conflict resolution not only advanced
academic understanding but also affirmed the intellectual sophistication and philosophical
depth of Oromo cultural heritage. Through his research, teaching, and international lectures,
Professor Tuso illuminated the enduring relevance of indigenous knowledge systems in
addressing contemporary global challenges.

In addition to his academic achievements, Professor Tuso dedicated himself to public service
and community empowerment. As Director of International Student Services at George
Mason University (1982-1990), he provided steadfast support to generations of international
students, particularly those from Africa and the Oromo diaspora —helping them navigate new
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educational and social environments with confidence and dignity. His leadership extended to
advocacy organizations working on issues of refugees, immigrants, and human rights, where he
contributed insight, compassion, and principled guidance.

Within the Oromo community, Professor Tuso served as a respected elder, mediator, and advocate
of reconciliation. His work in Shanachaa Jaarsummaa and other peacebuilding initiatives
reflected his deep belief in dialogue, mutual respect, and the transformative power of indigenous
wisdom. He carried out these responsibilities with humility, patience, and a profound sense of
responsibility to his people.

Yet, despite his scholarly stature and global recognition, Professor Tuso remained remarkably
humble. He was a generous mentor who encouraged young scholars, opened intellectual
pathways, and offered guidance with sincerity and warmth. His kindness, integrity, and gentle
presence will remain among the most cherished aspects of his legacy.

For the Oromo Studies Association, his passing represents both a moment of profound grief and
a renewed call to uphold the values he championed. OSA itself is part of his enduring legacy, a
testimony to his conviction that the Oromo people deserve a scholarly institution capable of
safeguarding their history and advancing their intellectual future. His influence is deeply
embedded in Oromo studies, in the expanding horizons of Oromo academic work, and in every
scholar he mentored.

On behalf of the OSA Board of Directors, OSA Executive Committee, and the global membership
of OSA, we extend our heartfelt condolences to Professor Tuso’s family, colleagues, students,
and all who mourn his passing. We share in your sorrow and stand with you in honoring a
life of extraordinary purpose, integrity, and service.

May his memory be a blessing.

May his lifelong commitment to peace, justice, and knowledge continue to inspire us.

May we honor him by advancing the scholarship, unity, and humanity to which he devoted his
life.

With deepest respect and profound sorrow,
Ibrahim Elemo, MD, MPH, FACP
President, Oromo Studies Association

November 24, 2025
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